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• Identify how the qualifications are devised

• Review the content of the qualification

• Understand the assessment of the qualification and 
how to prepare students for assessment

• Network and share ideas with other teachers

Aims and objectives
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1. Are you teaching the current Edexcel International 
GCSE specification?

2. What are the key reasons for session attendance?

3. What is the single most important thing you hope to 
take away from the session?

Poll to get to know the delegates 
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Welcome to Pearson Edexcel,
the world’s leading learning company
and the UK’s largest awarding body. 

We set the standard for worldwide
recognised qualifications, built on the
UK educational system and accepted
by universities worldwide.

We have a simple mission:
to help make a measurable impact on 
improving people’s lives through learning. 

Welcome to Pearson Edexcel
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“We judge ourselves –
and invite others to 

judge us – not by the 
products that we make 

but by the impact on 
learners.”

John Fallon,
Chief Executive Officer, 

Pearson



• As the UK’s largest awarding organisation, we are best placed to provide 
qualifications that are most closely aligned to the British 
educational system. 

• We are the most reliable awarding organisation in the UK, recognised 
and trusted by educators, learners and employers to provide high 
quality qualifications.

• By helping you to realise student potential, you can prepare and 
empower all your students to progress to further education, university and 
employment.

• Our technology capability allows us to provide you with more advanced 
support services, tools and resources to make life easier for school 
leaders, teachers and students.

• Pearson Edexcel are leading the way, challenging thinking and creating 
new ideas so you can be confident our qualifications will always be world-
class.

About Pearson Edexcel?
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. 

Specifications and SAMs
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• The Specification is the main document you need to teach 
the course. It outlines the aims of the course, the content you
MUST cover and all the information you need about 
assessing your students.

• A copy of this document is in your pack and on our website.

• SAMs is short for Sample Assessment Materials. This 
document is just as important as the specification.

• The SAMs are examples of the question papers and mark 
schemes and show the question types and how they will be 
marked by the examiners.  

• We base all of our future papers and assessments on these 
Sample Assessment Materials.



Paper

• Listening
• Marks: 40

Length of assessment

• Examination: 30 minutes 
plus 5 minutes reading 
time  

Summary of assessment

• Seven recorded extracts 
in spoken Spanish with 
an incline of difficulty 
throughout the paper

• Task types include 
multiple-choice, 
multiple-matching, note-
taking, table-completion 
and gap-fill questions
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Overview of the specification



• 1hr 45 mins available for the 
whole paper. Students can 
divide the time as they wish.

Summary of assessment

• Five reading passages in Spanish
• One text will be taken from a literary 

source with questions requiring note-
taking from the text.

• Three writing and grammar 
questions. Questions 6 and 7 require 
candidates to write 60–75 words and 
130–150 words.

• Question 8 is a grammar-based task 
which requires candidates to 
complete a text with the correct 
grammatical form of verbs or 
adjectives.

Paper 2
• Reading
• Marks: 40

• Writing
• Marks :40

Overview of the  specification

Paper Duration of assessment



• 8–10 minutes

Summary of
assessmentse

ssment

• In Section A students 
respond to questions on a 
picture of their own choice.

• In Sections B and C 
candidates take part in a 
spontaneous discussion. 

• The timing of the tasks is:
• Task A: 2 to 3 minutes 
• Task B: 3 to 3 minutes 30 

seconds 
• Task C: 3 to 3 minutes 30 

seconds

Paper 3
• Speaking 
• Marks 40

10

Overview of the specification

Duration of 
assessment

Paper



• Assessment Objectives

• The topic Areas

• Minimum Core Vocabulary

• Grading 9 to 1

How is the content assessed?
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• AO1 Understand and respond, in writing, to spoken language. 

• AO2 Communicate in writing, using a register appropriate to 
the situation, showing knowledge of a range of vocabulary in 
common usage and of the grammar and structures prescribed 
in the specification, and using them accurately.

• AO3 Understand and respond, in writing, to written language.

• AO4 Communicate in speech, showing knowledge of a range 
of vocabulary in common usage and of the grammar and 
structures prescribed in the specification, and using them 
accurately.

Assessment objectives and weightings
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Relationship of assessment 
objectives to papers
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Paper number
AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4

Paper 1 25% O% 0% 0%
Paper 2 0% 25% 25% 0%
Paper 3 0% 0% 0% 25%

Total for 
International  

GCSE
25%

25% 25% 25%



A   Home and abroad 

B   Education and employment

C   Personal relationships

D   The world around us

E   Social activities, fitness and health

The main topic areas
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• Helps to plan your work in relation to your programmes 
of study.

• Questions targeted at grades 1 to 5 will be based on 
this vocabulary list, although they may include some 
unfamiliar vocabulary.

• The vocabulary is listed under the different topics and 
sub-topics.

Minimum core vocabulary list
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9-1 Grading scale



AO1 Understand and respond, in writing, to spoken 
language.

• Seven recorded extracts in spoken Spanish with an 
incline of difficulty throughout the paper

• Task types include multiple-choice, non verbal, 
note-taking, table-completion and gap-fill questions

Paper 1  Listening
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Listen to the SAMs, Spanish Paper 1 
– Q4
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.. 

Looking at the SAMs, Paper 1 – Q4
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.

Listen to the SAMs, German Paper 1
– Q6
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.. 

Looking at the SAMs, Paper 1 – Q6

21



Listen to the SAMs, French Paper 1
– Q7
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Looking at the SAMs, Paper 1 – Q7
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AO2 Communicate in writing, using a register appropriate to the 
situation, showing knowledge of a range of vocabulary in common 
usage and of the grammar and structures prescribed in the 
specification, and using them accurately.

• Two writing questions and one grammar question

• Questions 6 and 7 require candidates to write 60–75 words and 
130–150 words 

• Question 8 is a grammar-based task which requires candidates 
to complete a text with the correct grammatical form of verbs or 
adjectives.

Paper 2 Writing
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Looking at the SAMs, French Paper 
2 – Q7
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Looking at the SAMs, German 
Paper 2 – Q7
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Looking at the SAMs, Spanish 
Paper 2 – Q7
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Discussion 1
Offer your views, discuss and share ideas on 

Question 7 
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Looking at the SAMs, French 
Paper 2 – Q8
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Looking at the SAMs, German 
Paper 2 – Q8
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Looking at the SAMs, Spanish 
Paper 2 – Q8
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Discussion 2  Sharing best practice
How would you prepare your students for the 

writing exam?
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AO3 Understand and respond, in writing, to written 
language. 

• Five reading passages in Spanish

• One text will be taken from a literary source with 
questions requiring note-taking from the text.

Paper 2 – Reading
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Inference may be required at some point within the listening and reading 
examination. This is quite a complex skill in itself which will have been 
developed in mother tongue language lessons at an earlier stage. 

For those students needing to review this skill, the following activity may be 
helpful: 

• Ask students to define inference, as they may not know. It is helpful to be 
ready with a student-friendly definition, plus lots of exemplification. 

• Once students know/recall the meaning of inference, the actual task may be 
considered away from the context of the examination by asking students to 
match up definitions + terms in their mother tongue, e.g: 

- Fruit – pears and apples

- Determined – Nothing ever stood in his way 

• Then proceed with target language versions.

Inference
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AO4 Communicate in speech, showing knowledge of a range of 
vocabulary in common usage and of the grammar and structures 
prescribed in the specification, and using them accurately.

• Section A students respond to questions on a picture of their own 
choice;

• Sections B and C candidates take part in a spontaneous discussion. 

The timing of the tasks is:

Task A: 2 to 3 minutes 

Task B: 3 to 3 minutes 30 seconds 

Task C: 3 to 3 minutes 30 seconds

Paper 3 – Speaking
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Picture-based discussion

TE must ask candidates five
questions (plus allowed 
prompts). 

There are five types of 
questioning which the TE 
must cover in the order given. 

TEs must ensure they ask 
one question from each 
question type.

Question types

Type 1: A description of what 
is in the picture

Type 2: Specific factual 
information about the picture

Type 3: Past or future 
hypothesis

Type 4: Opinions about the 
picture

Type 5: Evaluation

Prompts

The following three prompts 
(in the target language) may 
be used:
• Why/why not?
• Anything else?
• Is that all?

No other supplementary 
questions

TEs must not deviate
from these prompts.

Questions in Task A  
Picture-based discussion



Questions for the second part of 
the oral exam – Tasks B and C
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Conversations on topics 

TE uses the randomisation
grid provided by Pearson to 
determine which topic is to 
be examined in:

1. Task B conversation 1 
and 
2. Task C conversation 2.

TEs do not choose the topics 
for the two conversations.

TEs should:

• ask open questions

• ask questions at a level 
appropriate to 
candidate’s ability

• link questions to the 
previous response as far 
as possible

• elicit a range of tenses,
structures and vocab

• elicit opinions and 
justifications

• provide candidates with 
an opportunity to expand.

Timings:

• TEs should respect 
timings

• Tasks B and C should 
not exceed 7 minutes (3 
mins – 3 mins 30 
seconds each)

• Excess candidate 
material will not be 
assessed.



Interaction and spontaneity
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• Responds spontaneously and with ease to questions, 
resulting in natural interaction.

• Consistently able to initiate and develop the 
conversation independently.

• Able to sustain communication throughout, using 
rephrasing/repair strategies if necessary, to continue 
the flow.



Type ‘Pearson International GCSE’ into a 
search engine (e.g. Google) and select
French, German or Spanish (all subjects 
arranged alphabetically)

Online Teaching and 
Learning and Assessment support
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Alistair Drewery
UK: 0333 016 4092

Intl: +44 (0)333 016 4092

Twitter: @PearsonMFLquals

Please join the Languages community:

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/groups

Language Subject advisor

https://twitter.com/@PearsonMFLquals


Thank you
Please complete the feedback form 

We value your opinion!

Find out more about us at: 
http://qualifications.pearson.com
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